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The word “remainder” has two different meanings. On the one hand, it is a synonym 
for the word “surplus” which is apparently interconnected with excessiveness, the 
basic aspect and the main topic of the Spring Break 2020 — “IN EXCESS”. On the 
other hand, remainder in the sense of a leftover, a part of something larger and 
essential which existence is reminiscent of the roots and past times. So, this small 
derelict piece is not only a remainder, but also a reminder — this meaning is 
encrypted in the title, as well.



The Issue 
 
A growth of the industrial society is largely based on overconsumption of 
natural resources. The consequences of human uncontrolled interference in 
the natural processes have become noticeable today: piles of waste, 
excessive exploitation of animals and sown areas, abundant urban 
development inconsiderate to the specific landscape qualities and needs, 
also devoid of natural vegetation. Concrete, reinforcement, garbage — all 
of these has replaced the man's pristine natural landscape.



The terrifying status quo gives rise to a discourse about the beginning of a 
new anthropocentric evolutionary stage, which is destructive for the world 
balance. We see the future biosphere as a progressive and fruitful 
ecosystem: it would be a symbiosis of an industrial society and nature, 
existing according to the principles of a sustainable development and 
synergy. 



Meanwhile, the path to the "natural way of life" is closed for us, because 
humanity is a hindrance that disrupts the circulation of substances in nature. We 
have entered a new era. We can no longer afford to clumsily and irresponsibly 
deal with nature and use it for our own purposes. We are obliged to take 
responsibility for maintaining the integrity of the ecosphere, for maintaining the 
remaining balance. We must become nature’s partners, not enemies, and 
consciously support its development. It is extremely important to promote the 
principles of sustainable development and seek ways of coexistence, creating a 
single environment in which both, natural resources and the interests of human 
civilisation, are preserved. In other words, we need to grow with nature.



Ehxibition Concept 
 
The collaborative project of Olga Batyrshina and Daniil Arkhipenko suggests the 
viewer to look at the problem of human absorption of natural resources from two 
points of view. On the one hand, past the windows of dilapidated houses — 
through the eyes of a human being; and on the other, from an untouched oasis 
island — through the eyes of nature. The exposition is built on the principle of 
oxymoron: objects are located opposite to each other, they consist of parts 
expressing contrary meanings and visually contrasting, but creating a single 
picture of today’s world.





To the viewer’s left, against the background of Daniil’s paysage polyptych 
(h: 200 m, w: 400 m) assembled from eight 100x100 m lightboxes, is 
suspended Olga Batyrshina’s made object executed in mixed media. It 
depicts dilapidated panel houses, hanging cables, grids — everything that 
the human eye’s got used to, everything that it loves and cherishes.







To the right, opposite to the described, is Olga’s industrial polyptych 
(200x400 m) composed of four canvases. Their dimensions are 60x200 m, 
100x200 m, 180x200 m, 60x200 (Fig. 4).







However, this object, on the contrary, is a fragment of a virgin natural 
landscape left after a destructive human impact. Such a strong and 
impressive visualisation of excessive consumption and afterwards residue, is 
intended to be a reminder of the nature’s fragility, of the burden that it 
bears, giving all its gifts to us free of charge. 







In the process of interacting with the exposition, visitors of the 
Rem(a)inder booth will have a chance to immerse inside the issue stated 
by the authors and realise the whole significance of a rational resources 
consumption. Besides, every viewer is invited to choose her or his 
favourite fragment of two polyptychs and take it with them at a special 
price.
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ABOUT

The education received in the field of architecture and 
design has influenced the topics covered by Olga 
Batyrshina. In the centre of the artist's work lies  a 
soulless urban territory surrounding us. People create an 
unnatural, alienated environment with their own hands, 
in which they are  then forced to exist. This new 
ecosystem  aggressively built and developed  by man 
transforms into multimillion megacities, with uniform 
buildings, sleeping quarters, gigantic factories and 
plants disfiguring the landscape. All of these causes the 
transformation of the natural ecosystem into artificial, as 
well as the genesis of a so-called "new nature". This is 
the main  subject of Olga's creative research which she 
explores by means of mixed media and photography.
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ABOUT

Daniil has started painting at the age of fifteen at his 
father's studio. Artist’s creativity is focused  on a natural 
phenomenon: paysages, landscapes and various objects 
of the living world. Daniil makes his artworks by means of 
modern technics and materials: plastic, lenses, plexiglas 
and other. Thus, new media and eternal idea join into one, 
so that arises the symbiosis of temporal and permanent, 
of artificial and real. However, from the author's point of 
view, "no new technologies may equal to the majesty of 
nature, as long as it is the most modern thing that 
surrounds us". Taking a stand of an independent observer, 
Daniil explores the world around him with his personal 
prism, or loupe, and, therefore, explores his own nature. 
Artist invites us to join him and take a close look through 
the special lens to feel that authentic lively energy, which 
his artworks are saturated with.
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